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for students by promoting 
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quality, academically rigorous 
independent higher-education, 
and by broadening access 
through enhanced student aid.
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Scholarships for students•	
Positive public policy•	
Charitable giving •	

ICWashington.org/blog
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Independent Colleges of  
Washington members are  

committed to leadership in  
their communities and  

nimble at meeting the needs  
of the state and student.

Independent Colleges  
of Washington Deliver

About ICW
Independent Colleges of Washington is a nonprofit 
association of the 10 private, nonprofit liberal arts 
colleges in the state. Our member institutions 
share a commitment to high-quality, academically 
rigorous learning, and to an education that 
emphasizes critical thinking, lifelong learning, 
ethics, leadership, and community service.

Our Member  
Colleges are:

High-quality.•	  Strong liberal arts programs 
feature small classes and close interaction  
with faculty. 

Successful.•	  Students graduate with the skills 
that Washington employers want and need, and 
the majority do so within four years.

Affordable•	 . Strong financial aid makes going 
to college a possibility for all students.

Diverse.•	  Independent colleges enroll a broad 
diversity of students.

Economic engines.•	  Colleges generate billions 
in economic activity, employ thousands, and 
shape the leaders and innovators of the future.

Mission Statement
Independent Colleges of Washington’s mission is 
to expand opportunity and choice for students by 
promoting the value and vitality of high-quality, 
academically rigorous independent higher 
education, and by broadening access through 
enhanced student aid.

Our Association  
Delivers: 

Scholarships. •	 We raise more than $1 million 
each year supporting financial aid in the form 
of named and general scholarships.

Positive public policy. •	 We are strong advocates 
for financial aid for students at public and 
private institutions, through a variety of state 
and federal initiatives.

Guidance for students and 
Parents. Project Opportunity 

helps students and parents navigate the college 
preparation, selection, application, and finance 
process, focusing on:

First-generation college applicants•	
Spanish speakers•	
Transfer students•	

Collaboration. •	 ICWashington.org offers the 
latest higher education policy news through blog, 
Twitter, and Facebook, for active discussion.
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Enroll
About 40,000 students •	
60 percent from Washington•	
12:1 student-faculty ratio•	
Over 175 degrees and programs offered•	

Graduate
Nearly one quarter of the baccalaureate and  •	
higher degrees earned in Washington each year

36 percent of the education degrees earned  •	
in Washington.

39 percent of the baccalaureate and higher  •	
nursing degrees

Esteemed scholars, including 16 Fulbright  •	
grants, 11 Rhodes Scholars, and 6 Watson  
Fellows since 2008

High Quality 
and Successful

“Even though this is a difficult and 

challenging time for our company, 

we decided that ICW colleges are so 

important to our state in developing 

future intellectual capital that we 

should stretch our giving to demonstrate 

our support for these vital institutions 

and their students.” 

John Franklin

CH2M Hill

17 year donor to  
Independent Colleges of Washington

Financial aid makes college possible for capable 
students of modest means. It allows them to 
choose the college that best meets their career 
goals and fits their personal aspirations.

About 90 percent of students at ICW schools •	
receive some financial aid

24% of receive the State Need Grant•	

20% receive Federal Pell Grant assistance•	

Affordable

Average Financial Aid Package 2007-2008 

(for those receiving aid)

Average tuition $26,136

Room and board $7,369

Total $33,505 

Average federal grant $4,568

Average state grant $4,822

Average institutional grant $11,987

Average student loans $5,715

Average work study award $2,061

Total $29,153 

Average amount a needy family pays 
for tuition, room and board

$4,352 

source: IPEDS, CDS

Tuition Doesn’t Predict  
Debt in Washington

source: The Project on Student Debt

Independent Colleges 
of Washington

State Baccalaureate
Institutions
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Average Debt on 
GraduationAverage Tuition “Scholarships, grants and work study have helped me 

come to school. Without them, I could not afford 

college. My parents have helped in whatever way they 

could, but it would not have been enough to help me 

come to Heritage University to study nursing.” 

Mario Farias 

Heritage University

Degrees

Enrollment
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From 1998 to 2008, Independent Colleges of Washington schools  
have achieved a 9% increase in enrollment and 27% increase in number  
of degrees granted.

source: IPEDS

Independent Colleges are Efficient in 
Expanding Enrollment and Completed Degrees
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Diverse

Independent Colleges of Washington member 
institutions support student diversity:

Enroll twenty percent of students from •	
communities  of color, about the same as at 
state-funded institutions

Ensure student success and high graduation •	
rates with specialized support programs within 
the institutions

Host pre-college outreach programs to give •	
guidance and inspiration to high school students

Enroll about 4,000 first-generation college •	
students and over 4,500 transfer students

Economic Engines

Independent Colleges of Washington members 
save Washington significant resources and 
contribute to local communities.

Save the state more than $343 million per year •	
in enrollment subsidies

Employ 6600 Washington residents, in the top •	
15 of non-governmental employers

Pump over $2.5 billion into the state’s •	
economy each year

Strong Majority of Graduates Complete 
Within Four Years

Black

American
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Hispanic

All Students
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Independent Colleges 
of Washington

Student support and accountability at Independent Colleges 
of Washington schools result in significantly more on-time 
graduations than public baccalaureate institutions. 

source: IPEDS

Independent Colleges Have a Diverse 
Student Body

Independent 
Colleges of 
Washington

Public  
Baccalaureates

Community
Colleges
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American
IndianBlackHispanicAsianWhite

ICW colleges serve about the same percentage of minority  
students as state funded public baccalaureate institutions.

source: IPEDS

“Seattle University is a diverse campus. There are 

representatives of every major religion, every economic 

background, every ethnic milieu…I could not, after 

being immersed in this vibrant environment, choose 

a homogenous workplace. I want to meet minds that 

challenge my own because of diverse upbringings and 

educations. I want to work alongside those that would 

best open my mind to different points of view, different 

ways of solving a problem, and different expectations 

of ethical standards.”

Danielle Mar

Seattle University

Receive Less Than 2%, Deliver Nearly 25%

State Higher  
Education Budget

Students 
Graduating

Independent Colleges of Washington 
Student Aid from the State

Independent Colleges of  
Washington Graduates

Student Aid for State Colleges  
and Universities

Public Baccalaureate 
Graduates
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It Costs Less for the State to Send a  
Low-Income Student to a Private College

State financial aid to students is nearly equal, but the state saves over 
$8,000 per year in operating costs for every student that chooses an 
independent college. 

Source: LEAP Omnibus budget, IPEDS 

Independent Colleges of Washington members receive less than 2% of 
the Washington higher education budget, and deliver nearly 25% of the 
baccalaureate and higher degrees in Washington. 

Source: LEAP Omnibus budget, IPEDS 

State Investment in a Public  
Baccalaureate Student

State Investment in a  
Independent College Student
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Independent Colleges of 
Washington Members are 
Distinctive

Seattle Pacific University is a premier Christian 
university that equips people to engage the 
culture and change the world. Founded in 1891, 
SPU offers a quality, comprehensive academic 
program and is committed to graduating people of 
competence and character. Seattle Pacific provides 
a powerful educational experience that brings 
about lasting change in the lives of alumni and the 
global communities they serve. www.spu.edu

Rooted in Jesuit philosophy, the academic heart 
of Gonzaga’s liberal arts tradition lies in its core 
curriculum, which integrates philosophy, theology, 
history, mathematics, literature, natural and 
social sciences, and extensive writing in students’ 
major disciplines. Students may choose from 
over 75 undergraduate fields of study, 25 master’s 
programs, a PhD in leadership studies, and a juris 
doctorate from the Law School. www.gonzaga.edu

Saint Martin’s University is the only Benedictine 
university west of the Rockies. Established in 1895, 
Saint Martin’s honors the hospitable tradition 
of its Benedictine founders and is known for its 
warm, welcoming spirit. The university’s focus on 
knowledge and service is balanced by its emphasis 
on creativity and inclusion. Cross-cultural and 
international opportunities abound, preparing 
students for responsibility and leadership in the 
global community. www.stmartin.edu

With a strong liberal arts environment that stresses 
academic excellence, cross-cultural learning, and 
the development of the whole person, Heritage 
University offers professional and career-oriented 
programs to prepare students for life and work.
Heritage helps students reach their potential by 
offering access to quality education for people of all 
ages, cultures, and backgrounds. www.heritage.edu

Pacific Lutheran University offers more than 
3,600 students a unique blend of academically 
rigorous liberal arts and professional programs 
that prepare them for a lifetime of success — both 
in their careers and in service to others. PLU 
is committed to developing in all students an 
understanding of the intercultural and intellectual 
richness of the world. More than 40 percent of 
students spend time studying abroad. www.plu.edu

Seattle University embodies the Jesuit philosophy 
of educating the whole person - body, mind, and 
spirit - and works to develop critical thinkers 
and compassionate leaders. Enrolling more than 
7,500 students, it is the largest independent 
university in the Northwest and is located just 
steps from downtown Seattle. Recognized as a 
university on the rise, 70 percent of its students 
are involved in service learning. www.seattleu.edu

Whitman College, in Walla Walla, offers students a 
culture of achievement, balance, and community.  
A highly selective, residential, undergraduate liberal 
arts college, Whitman’s rigorous academic program 
features a year-long first-year seminar and requires 
comprehensive exams of all graduating seniors. 
Students are supported by the dedicated faculty 
 and staff, and are encouraged to develop themselves 
in all dimensions through the wide array of  
co-curricular opportunities. www.whitman.edu

The only national independent undergraduate 
liberal arts college in Western Washington, 
University of Puget Sound offers a rigorous 
academic experience, a highly competitive athletic 
program, and a strong commitment to teaching 
and civic engagement. A Puget Sound education 
prepares students to meet the highest tests of 
scholarship and citizenship. www.pugetsound.edu

Founded in 1892, Walla Walla University is a 
comprehensive Christian university affiliated with 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The university 
is a community of faith and discovery committed 
to excellence in thought, generosity in service, 
beauty in expression, and faith in God. Walla Walla 
University enrolls 1,800 students in a range of 
professional and liberal arts programs, including 
master’s degree programs in biology, education, 
psychology and social work. www.wallawalla.edu

Since 1890, Whitworth has held fast to its 
founding mission to “provide an education of 
mind and heart” through rigorous and open 
intellectual inquiry guided by dedicated Christian 
scholars. Recognized as one of the top regional 
universities in the West, Whitworth enrolls 2,700 
students in more than 50 undergraduate and 
graduate degree programs. www.whitworth.edu
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Donor Honor Roll

ICW thanks the many corporations, foundations, and individuals that provided Washington students with $1 million in 

scholarships and other support in the 2008-2009 fiscal year (as of June 30, 2009). 

A special note of gratitude 

and appreciation to 

these organizations and 

individuals who have 

supported ICW colleges 

and students for more 

than 20 years!

Independent Colleges  
of Washington

Board of Directors 

Loren J. Anderson
President
Pacific Lutheran University

Richard E. Bangert
Emeritus

Richard E. Bangert II
Vice President
PACCAR Inc

Heather Barbieri
Community Philanthropy Chair
Red Lion Hotels Corporation

DeLona Lang Bell
President
CMBell Company

Violet A. Boyer
President and CEO
Independent Colleges of Washington

George Bridges
President
Whitman College

Nancy Bruner
Consultant

Paul Cantor
Senior VP/Market Trust Executive
US Trust Bank of America

Analisa Castaneda
Sales Director – Costco Team
Weider Global Nutrition

Gerri Craves
Board of Directors
College Success Foundation

Alice Cunningham 
Owner
Olympic Hot Tub

Mark Doumit
Executive Director
WA Forest Protection Association

Philip W. Eaton
President
Seattle Pacific University

Tom Fitzsimmons
Chief Operating Officer
Lorig Associates, LLC

Bill Garvin
Lawyer/Lobbyist

Ken Goodchild
Emeritus

Rick Gross
Vice President and CFO 
Shared Services
The Boeing Company

Chris Heman
WA Metro Region Manager
U.S. Bank

Roy F. Heynderickx
President
Saint Martin’s University

Glenn S. Johnson
Executive VP, Finance and CFO
Alaska Airlines & Alaska Air Group

James T. Linardos
Senior Vice President
Wells Fargo Bank

Leigh Ann Lucero
Attorney, Xbox
Microsoft Corporation

Thayne McCulloh
Interim President
Gonzaga University

John McVay
President
Walla Walla University

R. Steven Mitchell
Deputy Director
Enterprise for Progress in the
Community (EPIC)

Greg Montgomery
Partner
Miller Nash LLP

Len Parris
Owner
Chandler Reach Winery

Neal Piliavin
Senior Director, IT
Microsoft Corporation

Rodney G. Proctor
President
Gladstone Enterprises

Laura W. Rehrmann, FAHP
President
Group Health Foundation

William P. Robinson
President
Whitworth University

Kathleen A. Ross, snjm
President
Heritage University

Todd Ruberg
General Manager
Customer Business Development
Procter & Gamble

Doug Schutt
Executive Vice President and COO
Costco Wholesale

Steven T. Seward
Attorney at Law

Stephen V. Sundborg, S.J.
President
Seattle University

Ronald R. Thomas
President
University of Puget Sound

Ellen J. Wallach
Organizational Development
Consultant

Joseph Ward
Executive Vice President and
Chief Credit Officer
Fortune Bank

Summa Cum Laude Level 
$100,000 and over
Alaska Airlines and Horizon 
	 Air (30)
The Anderson Foundation (47)
Anonymous (2)
The Boeing Company (54)

Magna Cum Laude Level
$50,000 - $99,999
Costco Wholesale (16)
Expeditors International of  
	 Washington, Inc. (12)
PEMCO Foundation, Inc. (29)
The Wollenberg Foundation (47)

Cum Laude Level
$25,000 - $49,999
HSBC - North America (1)
The Norcliffe Foundation (12)
Nordstrom (41)
PACCAR Inc (56)
Safeco Insurance Foundation (43)
The UPS Foundation (34)
U.S. Bancorp Foundation (30)

Benefactors Level
$10,000 - $24,999
Norman Archibald Charitable  
	 Foundation (31)
Burlington Northern Santa Fe  
	 Foundation (50)
Ben B. Cheney Foundation (8)
Kenneth J. & Beryl N.  
	 Goodchild (15)
Independent Colleges of  
	 Washington (4)

PACCAR Inc (56)
The Boeing Company (54)
Burlington Northern Santa Fe  
	 Foundation (50)
Green Diamond Resource  
	 Company (50)
The Anderson Foundation (47)
The Wollenberg Foundation (47)
The Rabel Family Advised Fund/ 
	 The Seattle Foundation (46)
The Fosseen Foundation (43)
Safeco Insurance (43)
Groninger & Co., Inc. (42)
Nordstrom (41)
Titus Will Families Foundation (40)
Foss Maritime Company (38)
JPMorgan Chase & Co (35)
Washington State Auto Dealers  
	 Association (35)
The UPS Foundation (34)
Brooks Manufacturing  
	 Company (33)
Norman Archibald Charitable  
	 Foundation (31)
Alaska Airlines and Horizon Air (30)
U.S. Bancorp Foundation (30)
PEMCO Foundation, Inc. (29)
Anonymous (28)
The O. D. Fisher Charitable  
	 Foundation (28)
Gull Industries, Inc. (27)
Richard E. and Betty Jane  
	 Bangert (24)
Ben Bridge Jeweler (23)

JPMorgan Chase & Co. (35)
William W. Kilworth  
	 Foundation (8)
Puget Sound Energy (49)
Sheraton Seattle Hotel (17)
Sterling Savings Bank (11)

Washingtonians Level
$2,500 - $9,999
Anonymous (28)
Richard E. and Betty Jane  
	 Bangert (24)
George D. Bartell (11)
Violet A. Boyer (10)
Ben Bridge Jeweler (23)
Columbia Bank (9)
Crane Fund for Widows and  
	 Children (11)
Ferguson Construction (6)
The O. D. Fisher Charitable  
	 Foundation (28)
Foss Maritime Company (38)
The Fosseen Foundation (43)
Green Diamond Resource  
	 Company (50)
Gull Industries, Inc. (27)
Miller Nash LLP (5)
The Rabel Family Advised Fund/ 
	 The Seattle Foundation (46)
Red Lion Hotels Corporation (7)
Washington State Auto Dealers  
	 Association (35)
Wells Fargo Foundation (4)

Sustainers Level
$1,000 - $2,499
Ash Grove Charitable  
	 Foundation (16)

Richard E. and Dawn C.  
	 Bangert II (7) 
Banner Bank (4)
Barbieri Charitable Foundation (3)
Brooks Manufacturing  
	 Company (33)
CH2M HILL (17)
Craves Family Charitable  
	 Foundation (1)
Alice Cunningham (3)
Tom Fitzsimmons (1)
Chris T. and Jennifer M.  
	 Heman (4)
Glenn Johnson and Michael  
	 Melancon (1)
Jim Linardos (7)
Greg Montgomery (2)
Laura and Jim Rehrmann (1)
Todd and Melaine Ruberg (1)
Doloros Saletic (10)
Cynthia and Greg Scheiderer (3)
Doug and Amy Schutt (3)
Joseph H. Ward (1)
Titus Will Families Foundation (40)

Supporters Level
Below $1,000 
Loren J.and MaryAnn W.  
	 Anderson (6)
Bank of America (5)
Michael and DeLona Bell (2)
George S. Bridges (2)
Nancy J. Bruner (1)
Paul Cantor (2)
Anne Cassidy and Bob Fuller (1)
Analisa Castaneda (1)
Michael and Patty Daniels (6)

Joseph and Sandra DePaepe (8)
Mark Doumit (1)
Philip W. & Sharon K. Eaton (7)
Bill Garvin (2)
Nicholas Goman (1)
Groninger & Co., Inc. (42)
Rick and Pam Gross (4)
Roy F. Heynderickx (1)
Don and Ann Jenkins (11)
Isabelle S. Lamb (17)
Lawton Printing, Inc. (7)
Leigh Ann Lucero (2)
John and Pam McVay (2)
McVey Marketing Inc. (2)
Microsoft Corporation (15)
R. Steven Mitchell (2)
Jim and Eve Moran (4)
Isabel Joyce Piliavin Charitable Trust/ 
	 The Seattle Foundation (1)
Procter & Gamble Fund (35)
Constance and Rodney Proctor (3)
William P. Robinson (8)
Kathleen Ross, snjm (7)
Steven T. Seward (5)
Robert Spitzer, S.J. (4)
Stephen V. Sundborg, S.J. (4)
Ron and Mary Thomas (4)
Cleven J. and Connie B.  
	 Ticeson (4)
Ellen J. Wallach (3)

100% of gifts to ICW are 
distributed to member colleges 
to serve students better. 


