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Dorthy Mae J.
2015 Nursing Major
Seattle, Washington

Dorthy Mae J.
State Need Grant, Work-Study, Pell 
Grant, Institutional Aid, Loans

Financial aid has opened up a whole new 
life to me and I’m truly blessed. I never 
thought that I would be going to college, 
but I’m here and I love it. 

I’m also the first generation of my family 
to go to college and my family is very 
proud of me. My parents and my older 
sisters tried to go to college, but life got 
in the way and now it’s my turn to finish 
what they couldn’t finish. 

I would like to give my thanks to 
legislators and scholarship donors for 
creating and funding these grants. 
College tuition is going up and financial 
aid is so important to... Thank you so 
much and I won’t disappoint you!
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Megan H.
2014 Global Development/Sociology

Poulsbo, Washington

Megan H.
State Need Grant, Work-Study, Pell Grant, 
Institutional Aid, Loans

I am a first generation college student 
on both sides of my family. 

I would not be able to pursue higher 
education if I did not receive outside 
assistance from the government. 

Through my experience at SPU, I have 
been able to grow exponentially in 
critical thinking, current issues, general 
education both in my major and 
outside my field of study, socially, 
spiritually and communally.

I plan to work with and toward 
this passion through my study of 
sociology and global development. 
Being a part of restoring society to a 
holistic, safe, empowering community 
is my goal. 

IC
W

 STU
D

EN
T A

ID
 A

LL-STA
R

Alanna Renee’ D.
2013 Studio Art and History Major

Bellevue, Washington

Alanna Renee’ D.
State Need Grant, Work-Study, Pell Grant, 
Institutional Aid, Loans

Without all of scholarships and 
grants, I would not be able to 
attend SPU. 

In the future I hope to work 
in educational outreach in 
museums. I hope to bring 
people access to art who 
normally wouldn’t be able to 
do art. I am also interested in 
doing mission trips or possibly 
joining the Peace Corps.
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Emily K.
2015 Nutrition and Communications

Lopez Island, Washington

Emily K.
State Need Grant, Work-Study, Pell Grant, 
Institutional Aid, Loans

Financial aid has been a phenomenal 
help in pursuing my higher education. 
I was going to obtain a transfer 
degree at a community college, but 
with financial aid, I was able to attend 
a four-year university my freshman 
year. 

Aid has allowed me to thrive in so 
many ways, and to experience new 
opportunities. I volunteer with our 
on-campus Community Kitchen, play 
intramural sports, and have a part-
time job. 

If I were to lose my State Need 
Grant next year, I will not be able 
to attend SPU. Thank you for your 
consideration. Save Student Aid!
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Ellie J.
2014 Ecology Major

Spokane, Washington

Ellie J.
State Need Grant, Work-Study, Pell 
Grant, Institutional Aid, Loans
Financial aid has, in short, allowed me to 
go to college. My parents own a small 
software company, and for many years 
money has been tight. 

The aid I receive from both my school 
and the government allow me to attend 
the college I wanted to go to, the 
college where I belong. 

A school trip with my plant biology class 
at SPU’s research station in the San Juan 
islands (pictured) cemented my desire 
to major in the biological sciences. 
Who doesn’t want to spend their career 
peering at tide pools? 

I am so grateful to the donors and 
legislatures who have made these 
experiences possible for me. Thank you! 
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Brennon K.
2013 Communications Major

Kent, Washington

Brennon K.
State Need Grant, Work-Study, Pell Grant, 
Institutional Aid, Loans

Without financial aid, I would not be 
able to go to college for financial 
reasons. 

SPU has been generous in their aid, 
in addition to government aid. I 
almost feel as if private schools are 
more willing to give aid to deserving 
students who worked hard in high 
school and continue to work hard 
throughout their college career.

I hope to always be a valued 
member of whatever community I 
find myself in... and teach or mentor. 
I hope to be an agent of change and 
influence, and always keep learning 
and expanding my horizons. 
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Tigist A.
2015 Nursing Major

Tukwila, Washington

Tigist A.
State Need Grant, Work-Study, Pell Grant, 
Institutional Aid, ICW Scholarship, Loans

Without these amazing grants I truly 
would not have the opportunity to be 
the first in my family to go to college. 

I plan on becoming a nurse, so I can 
have a lot of interaction with patients 
and put them at ease. 

When I started college, I was worried 
and nervous about how I would fund 
my education to complete the year. 
Then I learned that I qualified for state 
and federal grants, as well as SPU and 
ICW scholarships, I have never been so 
thankful and shocked in my life. 

I am grateful for all the aid I qualified 
for and received. Thank you very 
much. 


